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Introduction 
This guide provides instructions on how to install the optional ImageXpress Taskbar (“IX Taskbar”).  The IX 

Taskbar is an organized collection of tools intended to enhance and/or streamline common tasks and user 

workflows for an ImageXpress Micro or ImageXpress Nano high‐content screening system. 

  

 

Compatibility 

Software  
 MetaXpress software version 6.2 and above (acquisition version)   

Instrument  
ImageXpress Nano system with MetaXpress software 

 ImageXpress Micro 4 system 

 ImageXpress Micro Confocal system 

 ImageXpress Micro XLS system 

 ImageXpress Micro XL system  

 ImageXpress Micro (Standard) system 

 

For offline analysis computers, use the MX Analysis Taskbar version 6.2. 
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Multiple Configurations (Groups) 
 

r. If there are multiple configurations (multiple MetaXpress program shortcuts), the following steps 

must be repeated for each configuration:  

i. Load the Main Taskbar using Journal > Taskbars > Load Taskbar (standard menu structure) 

or Control > Journal > Taskbars > Load Taskbars (simplified menu structure) 

ii. Optional: select the startup journal using Journal > Journal Control > StartUp Journal 

(standard menu structure) or Control > Journal > Journal Control > StartUp Journal 

(simplified menu structure). 

iii. Optional: select the shutdown journal using Journal > Journal Control > ShutDown Journal 

(standard menu structure) or Control > Journal > Journal Control > ShutDown Journal 

(simplified menu structure). 

 

 

Multi‐User mode 
 

s. If MetaXpress is run in Multi‐User mode (uncommon), the following steps must be repeated for each 

MetaXpress User (this is different than a database user):  

i. Load the Main Taskbar using Journal > Taskbars > Load Taskbar (standard menu structure) 

or Control > Journal > Taskbars > Load Taskbars (simplified menu structure) 

ii. Optional: select the startup journal using Journal > Journal Control > StartUp Journal 

(standard menu structure) or Control > Journal > Journal Control > StartUp Journal 

(simplified menu structure). 

iii. Optional: select the shutdown journal using Journal > Journal Control > ShutDown Journal 

(standard menu structure) or Control > Journal > Journal Control > ShutDown Journal 

(simplified menu structure). 
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Installation Details 
 

 

1. Detect system configuration 
 

Step 1 detects the specific camera type used in the ImageXpress Micro system and stores it in an INI file for 

use by other parts of the taskbar.  Some of the taskbar functions vary depending on the camera type. 

 

 

2. Create recommended folders 
 

Step 2 creates the following main folders on the computer, if they do not already exist:  

C:\assay\ (required for use of analysis journals) 

C:\analysis\ (required for use of analysis journals) 

C:\backup\ (at the start of acquisition, a backup of current MetaXpress settings is stored in this folder) 

 

Within the C:\assay\ folder the following subfolders are created for the Slide Scanning workflow: 

C:\assay\Slide Scanning\ 

C:\assay\Slide Scanning\Temp\ 

C:\assay\Slide Scanning\Journals\ 

C:\assay\Slide Scanning\Settings\ 

 

 

3. Copy recommended files 
 

Step 3 copies a number of recommended files to appropriate locations on the acquisition computer: 

IX Startup.JNL – This optional startup journal is copied to C:\MX6\Startup\ (or equivalent) 

IX Startup.AST – A default camera settings file for the system is copied to C:\MX6\Startup\ (or equivalent) 

IX Shutdown.JNL – This optional shutdown journal is copied to C:\MX6\Startup\ (or equivalent) 

Slide Scanning_Start of Plate.JNL – This slide scanning journal is copied to C:\assay\Slide Scanning\Journals\ 

Slide Scanning_Start of Well.JNL – This slide scanning journal is copied to C:\assay\Slide Scanning\Journals\ 

Slide Scanning_Start of Site.JNL – This slide scanning journal is copied to C:\assay\Slide Scanning\Journals\ 

3‐Slide Holder –slides in columns‐.plt – This generic plate file is copied to C:\MX6\Plates\ (or equivalent) 

Single Slide Holder.plt – This generic plate file is copied to C:\MX6\Plates\ (or equivalent)  

IXx_ScanSlide_Calibrations.scansetting – A scan slide settings file containing default objective calibrations for 

your instrument type is copied to C:\MX6\Scan Slide Setting\ (or equivalent) 

Turn off Transmitted Lamp.JNL – This journal file is copied to C:\MX6\app\mmproc\journals\ (or equivalent).  

It can be used as an “end of plate” journal during Plate Acquisition. 
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Upgrading from an earlier version of the IX taskbar 
 

1. If taskbar journals and startup journal were never customized for this system 
 

a. Clear the contents of the Taskbars subfolder in the MetaXpress installation folder (e.g. 

C:\MX6\Taskbars\) by deleting or by moving to another folder as a backup. 

b. Clear the contents of the Startup subfolder in the MetaXpress installation folder (e.g. 

C:\MX6\Startup\) by deleting or by moving to another folder as a backup. 

c. Follow the installation instructions above. 

 

2. If startup journal was previously customized for this system 
 

d. Clear the contents of the Taskbars subfolder in the MetaXpress installation folder (e.g. 

C:\MX6\Taskbars\) by deleting or by moving to another folder as a backup. 

a. Follow the installation instructions above, but do not change the startup journal selection. 

b. If you need assistance to combine your customized startup journal with the new startup journal, 

please contact Molecular Devices technical support.  https://www.moleculardevices.com/support 

 

3. If taskbar was previously customized for this system 
 

a. Do not make any changes to the Taskbars subfolder in the MetaXpress installation folder (e.g. 

C:\MX6\Taskbars\). 

b. You may install the new taskbar in an alternate folder (e.g. C:\MX6\Taskbar62\) and use the Load 

Taskbar function to switch between the old and new taskbars. 

c. Alternatively, contact Molecular Devices technical support to determine if the customization can be 

carried over to the new taskbar.  https://www.moleculardevices.com/support 

 


