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Outputting Results in 96/384 Well Format When 
Working in the Non Database Version of the Discovery-
1 Software 

Abstract 
The non-database version of Review Screen Data enables you to print your 
displayed table in 6, 12, 24, 48 96, or 384-well format, but it does not 
directly send this data to a spreadsheet. This document describes how to 
transfer the results to Excel in the format that is displayed in Review Screen 
Data. This set of journals is designed 
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Output: Would be logged to Excel as: 

 

Differences Between Version 5.0 and Version 6.1 
There is a difference in the way that data is logged between software versions 5.0 and 6.1. As a result, you 
will need to edit your journals to change the Set Logging Row and Column commands. The change is 
shown below: 

In version 5, the dialog would be: In version 6, the equivalent dialog would be: 

 

 
The required changes are shown in the following illustration:  

1. Set anchor column should be unchecked, and  

Copyright © 2004. http://support.discovery-1.com                                        Page 2 of 6 



Discovery-1 Online Support  
2. Position for last relative move should be set to Last log position. 

 

Loading the Journals Onto the System 
Complete the following steps to load the journal on your system, and make the correct links to the 
different files included. 

1. Download the appropriate Zip file for your software version and the log you wish to use for your 
96 well output. For example, if you are using version 6.1.2 and you are already logging data to 
both the Object and Summary Logs, then use the Data log for your formatted output and download 
Formatted Output version 6 data log.zip. If you do not have network access from your analysis 
computer, you can place the file onto a disk and copy it onto your analysis system/ computer.  

2. Unzip the file.  
3. Copy the files to C:\Assay\Formatted output\ 

Note: You must run the journals from the directory C:\Assay\Formatted output.  

Incorporating the Journals Into Your Assay Journals 
Additions to Your Setup Journal 
Add the following steps to your setup journal: 

1. Open the appropriate log.  
2. Set variable LastRow must be to a null text value.  
3. Set variable Column must be to 0.  

These functions can be added using the following instructions:  

1. From the Journal menu, choose Edit Journal. The Edit Journal dialog box opens.  
2. Select the setup journal for your particular assay (assay_setup.jnl)  
3. Choose the function Open XXX Log (XXX should be Data, Object or Summary), and click Add 

Function. Type the appropriate log information.  
4. Choose the function Assign Variable. Type LastRow as the Variable name and "" as the Variable 

definition. Click Assign.  
5. Choose the function Assign Variable. Type Count as the Variable name and 0 as the Variable 

definition. Click Assign.  
6. Resave your journal.  
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The lines in your journal might appear as follows: 

          

Additions to Your Main Assay Journal 
In addition to the changes to the setup journal, your journals must adhere to the following two 
requirements for the downloaded journals to work: 

1. The value to be logged must have already been assigned to the variable HTSRESULT. (If your 
journals are placing results in Review Screen Data this has to be true).  

2. The active image must have the current stage label. You can determine this by stopping your 
journal - looking at the active image window, typing Alt-I (Image information), and looking at the 
current stage label. Another way to guarantee this is to choose Recording Tools from the Journal 
menu, add Select Image and choose Current at Start as your image.  

To add the formatted output to your assay journals, complete the following procedure:  

1. From the Journal menu, choose Edit Journal, then select the main journal for your assay.  
2. Locate the line in which Assign Variable is used to assign a result to HTSRESULT. This line 

should look similar to the following example: 

           
3. On the right side of the Journal Editor window, locate the function Run Journal.  
4. Choose Add function.  
5. Then select C:\Asay\Formatted Output\Formatted Output.jnl. 

           
6. Resave your journal.  

Once you have resaved your journals with the added lines and copied the other journals to the appropriate 
directory, you can run your assays like you would ordinarily. The results will be automatically logged to 
Excel.  

Step-by-Step Explanation of the Journals 
Journal: Formatted output_setup.jnl 
This example has been set up for version 5.0 and will log the formatted output to the Summary log. 

          
Line 1: Opens a summary log/excel spreadsheet to which to log the data. 
Line 2: Sets the variable LastRow to a null value. 
Line 3: Sets the variable Column to zero. 
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Journal: Formatted output.jnl 

          
Line 1: Explains what the next lines are doing. This item is commented out, as indicated by the X before 
the show message and wait. 
Line 2 and 3: Identifies the well position of the image. 
Line 4: Explains what the next two lines are doing. This item is commented out, as indicated by the X 
before the show message and wait. 
Line 5: Checks whether this image/sample is on the same row as the last sample. 
Line 6: If it is on a different row then the journal New Row.jnl" will be executed, if not, then it will move 
onto line 7. 
Line 7: Explains what the next lines are doing. This item is commented out, as indicated by the X before 
the show message and wait. 
Line 8: Calculates the number of columns that it needs to move over. 
Line 9: If the data needs to be moved over the journal Move over a column is executed the appropriate 
number of times. 
Line 10: The result value is logged to the excel spreadsheet. 
Line 11: The variable LastColumn is updated with the value of the current column. 

Journal: New Row.jnl 
This journal is executed in the journal 96well if the sample came from a new row on the plate. 

          
Line 1: Explains what the next journal lines are doing. This item is commented out, as indicated by the X 
before the show message and wait. 
Line 2 and 3: Converts the last row and new row into numbers using assign variables. 
Line 4: The journal "Move down a Row.jnl" is executed the appropriate number of times. 
Line 5: Inserts the correct row number to the excel spreadsheet. 
Line 6: Sets the variable LastRow to the current row. 
Line 7: Sets the variable LastColumn to the value 0, so the logging/ recording is done again at column 1. 

Journal: Move over a Column.jnl 
This journal is executed in the journal 96well when a sample is not present on the plate. 
Line 1: Tells the cursor in Excel to move over. 
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Line 2: Increased the value of the variable NumberOfColumnsToMoveOver by 1. 

          

Journal Version 5.6: Move Down a Row.jnl 
This journal is executed in the journal "new row" when a new row needed. 
Line 1: Tells the cursor in excel to move over. 
Line 2: Increased the value of the variable LastRowNumber by 1. 

          

Journal Version 6.1 and Above: Move Down a Row.jnl 
This journal is executed in the journal "new row" when a new row needed. 
The first 2 lines are explanations of what is happening in this journal. 

Line 1: Tells the cursor in excel to move over. 
Line 2: Increased the value of the variable LastRowNumber by 1. 
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